COUNTY ADMINISTRATION:

CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT SERIES

MAKING CITIZENS CO-CREATORS OF OUR COMMUNITY

Leon County launched the Citizen Engagement Series in
January 2012 as part of Leon County’s “People Focused,
Performance Driven” culture. Since that time, over 300
citizens have received a unique, in-depth experience
about County government’s efforts to balance economic,
environmental and quality of life goals for the community.
The Citizen Engagement Series includes immersive
activities to educate citizens on government activities, such
as balancing the budget or planning a subdivision.

Leon County “Let’s Balance!™” Budget Exercise
introduced citizens to the hard fiscal choices County
leadership makes throughout the year. The “Emergency
Medical Services: Preserving Life, Improving Health,
Promoting Safety” session highlighted the operations and
services of Leon County’s award-winning EMS by training
citizens on trauma response.

The “Leon County Solid Waste Management: Beyond
the Curb, Where Does It All Really Go?” session focused
on issues related to disposing and recycling of the
community’s waste. The community event included

an interactive exercise on hard-to-recycle household
products and discussions about the 17,000 tons of yard
debris collected by staff and the 18,000 gallons of paint
recycled in 2012 at the Solid Waste Management Facility
and throughout Leon County. Other sessions included
an introduction to Leon County library services and also
Leon County’s thriving tourism industry. The “Creating
and Sustaining this Special Place: Visioning, Planning,
and Developing Our Future” session focused on zoning,
development, and the preservation of natural resources.
Through an immersive, hands-on experience, citizens used
the County’s flexible zoning and building laws to create
diverse solutions for simulated developments.

Since starting the series in January 2012, the Citizen

Engagement Series has won two national awards for citizen
participation from the National Association of Counties and
the City-County Communications & Marketing Association.
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January 2012
Leon County Basics:
Our Government, Our Community

March 2012
Balancing Budgets and Exercising Fiscal Stewardship:
Making Hard Choices in Challenging Times

May 2012
Emergency Medical Services:
Preserving Life, Improving Health, Promoting Safety

August 2012
LeRoy Collins Leon County Public Library System:
Inspiring A Love of Reading and A Life of Learning
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October 2012
Leon County Solid Waste Management:

Beyond the Curb, Where Does It All Go?

January 2013
Leon County Tourism Work$:
Attracting Visitors, Creating Jobs

June 2013
Creating and Sustaining This Special Place:
Visioning, Planning, and Developing Our Future
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