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Goal Statement
To effectively serve the residents of Leon 
County by providing leadership, coordination 
and assistance to divisions to facilitate the 
delivery of services consistent with Board 
policy. This will ensure that divisions receive 
the resources, guidance, and support needed 
to provide superior services in a cost effective 
an efficient manner.

Strategic Initiatives/Support Highlights
Economy
•	 The County and City Commissions and 

their community partners appointed 
18 citizens, representing a broad cross 
section of our community, to serve on 
the Leon County Sales Tax Committee.  
The Committee’s charge is to collect 
public input and make recommendations 
regarding public policy for the extension 
of the infrastructure sales tax within the 
County.  Leon County provides lead staff 
support to the Committee.

•	 Proposed an economic development 
component for consideration as part of the 
proposed infrastructure sales tax extension, 
which helped give rise to Imagine 
Tallahassee.  

Governance
•	 Instituted an internal Grants Team to 

identify grant opportunities to better 
leverage the County’s funding resources 
and to discuss grant proposals.

•	 Finalizing a grants standard operating 
procedures manual.

•	 Community	partnership	is	important	to	the	division’s	day-to-day	
functions.		Partnerships	with	organizations	such	as	the	Florida	
Association	of	Counties,	Leon	County’s	State	and	Federal	Legislative	
Delegations,	the	City	of	Tallahassee,	institutions	of	higher	education,	
and	the	United	Way	of	the	Big	Bend	have	assisted	in	leveraging	
financial,	technical,	and	human	capital	to	draw	attention	to	the	
community’s	priorities	at	the	federal,	state	and	local	level.

•	 The	Intergovernmental	Affairs/Special	Projects	Division	prepared,	
guided	and	implemented	the	County’s	2013	state	and	federal	
legislative	priorities	to	leverage	state	and	federal	funds	for	local	
projects	and	to	preempt	legislation	that	threatened	Leon	County	or	
local	decision	making.	

•	 In	order	to	increase	community	awareness	on	legislative	issues,	
the	County	hosted	several	Legislative	Dialogue	meetings	with	
community	and	regional	partners	throughout	the	legislative	
session	to	identify	issues	that	are	of	concern	for	the	Capital	
Region	and	to	take	action	on	key,	shared	priorities.	

•	 The	County	partners	with	the	City	of	Tallahassee	and	Blueprint	
2000	to	host	the	Leon	County	Sales	Tax	Committee	meetings,	
collect	input,	and	make	recommendations	regarding	public	policy	
for	infrastructure	sales	tax	issues	within	Leon	County.		Leon	
County	takes	the	lead	role	in	providing	staff	support	of	the	Leon	
County	Sales	Tax	Committee.	

•	 Grants	Administration	continues	to	explore	and	pursue	federal,	state	
and	private	sector	grant	funding	and	reimbursement	opportunities	
in	furthering	priority	County	programs	and	projects.	At	the	end	of	
the	FY	2013,	the	County	had	$17.3	million	in	grant	funding.	

advocating for leon county’s legislative interests

Did You Know
In Fiscal Year 2013, every $1 Leon County 
spent as matching funds to obtain grant 
funding for County services resulted in more 
than $12 in grant funding.
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PeoPle Focused. PerFormance driven.

Woodville sewer project

Classification: Infrastructure

Budget:  Federal $500,000 for design /  

 State $500,000 for design

This project is for the 

design of a sewer system 

to provide sewer services to 

approximately 1,500 homes 

or properties located within 

the Woodville area of Leon County. These homes 

are located upstream to Wakulla Springs and 

threaten one of the world’s largest and deepest 

freshwater springs. Providing sewer service 

will eliminate the need for septic tanks that, in 

the event of failure, can cause environmental 

concerns and impacts. The State of Florida has 

acquired more than half of the 6,500 acre buffer 

zone around Wakulla Springs acknowledging the 

importance of preserving this natural habitat.

Woodville Highway

Classification: Transportation

Budget: Federal $4.2 million for design

This project is for the design of Woodville Highway 

to widen the existing two-lane segment to four 

lanes from Paul Russell Road to Capital Circle. 

Woodville Highway connects to major arterials 

systems including Capital Circle and South 

Monroe Street and serves as a major evacuation 

route from the Coastal Highway (US 98). A PD&E 

study is expected to be completed in 2013. Upon 

the completion of this project, it is anticipated 

that there will be significant improvement in 

commuter access through 

southern Leon County 

and northern Wakulla 

County, improved freight 

movement from the coast, 

and improved hurricane 

evacuation routes.

capital circle southwest

Classification: Transportation

Budget: Federal $8 million

This project is for the widening of Capital Circle SW 

from two lanes to six lanes, and to finish construction 

on the Orange Avenue intersection. Capital Circle 

is an important junction in the efficiency of traffic 

movement along both roadway corridors providing 

greater access to the Tallahassee Regional Airport 

and Interstate 10. All regional coastal residents of 

neighboring counties will benefit from this project 

as the annual average 

daily traffic count will more 

than double to 40,900 by 

2030. Construction would 

commence within 6 to 12 

months of available funding.
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Key substantive issues

internet cafes

Classification: Oversight 

Budget: N
/A

SUPPORT: Equipment Inspection of Internet Cafes

The proliferation of simulated 

gambling 
facilities, 

also 

known as “internet cafes” 

functioning as gaming parlors 

has raised many concerns 

about their operations and potential impact on 

communities. On June 14, 2011, the Board 

adopted an ordinance regulating the “internet 

cafes,” s
pecifically th

e location and operation of 

the facilities. Leon County su
pports le

gislation that 

maintains the County’s 
home rule authority 

and 

provides for sta
te inspection of the gaming devices.

protection of State Workforce

Classification: Local Economy 
Budget: N

/A

OPPOSE:  Addiontional reductions to  

 

state employee benefits.

State workers comprise a substantial percentage 

of Leon County’s population contributing to our 

community, 
economy and diversity. 

Protecting 

the jobs of these workers from privatization and 

advocating for fair wages has always been a top 

priority of the Board during the legislative cycle. 

Leon County opposes any additional reductions to 

state employee benefits 

and encourages the 

Legislature to study 

the economic impact 

of FRS and health 

insurance 
reform.

Florida association of counties

Classification: Florida Counties 
Budget: N

/A

SUPPORT: 2013 Florida Association  

 

of Counties Legislative Program

FAC represents 67 counties before the Florida 

Legislature on issues that have broad statewide 

appeal, such as the opposition 

of 
unfunded 

mandates 

or cost shifts to counties, 

growth 
management, 

annexation, revenue-sharing, 

and water 
management 

issues. Support the 2013 

FAC legislative program. 

Sales Tax Committee Meeting

office of economic development & business partnerships:

SpECIal projECtS/IntErGovErnmEntal affaIrS/GrantS
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